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LITERARY GUILD—OCTOBER SELECTION 


Barnes, Margaret Campbell With All Heart 
Sept. 17, 1951. 284p. $3.00. 


One the more romantic figures history the great 
lover, Charles England, fugitive son the be- 
headed king, hope and restorer the Stuart house, 
eventual loser the ensuing contest with the parlia- 
ment—and man many mistresses. Writers ro- 
mantic fiction cast him hero villain according 
their private prejudices; but careful historians credit 
him with political astuteness, religious tolerance, and 
personal firmness under unusually trying circumstances, 
only defeated his attempt establish strong mon- 
archy and national unity his lack legitimate heir 
the throne. 


Comes now Mrs. Barnes tell what may have 
been like the plain, naive little foreign wife the 
“man whom women were too kind.” Catherine 
Braganza, she tells us, succumbed immediately her 
husband’s charms, but she was conscious, too, her 
own dignity and position. Hence the domestic storms 
which followed his dallying, and the emotional scenes 
which accompanied his establishment successive mis- 
tresses ladies the queen’s court, and his eldest son 
asa member the royal Fortunately, her 
mother’s advice had prepared her for concomitants 
state marriages, and elderly Portuguese lady-in-wait- 
ing led her wisely patience and understanding. Her 
reward, though her husband continued stray into 
other women’s boudoirs, was the reassuring conviction 
that for him she was the only trustworthy and stable 
element his giddy, treacherous world. 


Historical accuracy aside, romantically the novel suc- 
cessful its interpretation the “faithless, royal, 
merry, melancholy man” who idolized his blood rela- 
tions, who had learned the common touch his fugi- 
tive wanderings, and who had illusions about his 
own action. His self-indulgence, the author kindly 
was due the evil influence the French 
court where had spent his impressionable years; his 
compromises the fact that could not bear 
suffer exile again. 


Successful, too, the skill with which the author knits 
into the compact, firm fabric the many high-lighted 
incidents Restoration England: the great plague, the 
fire which destroyed London, the notables the period, 
Titus Oates’ infamous plot and the attempt 
nate the king, the scheme send Catherine con- 


vent the king might try another marriage for heir, 
his mother’s importunities and Catherine’s prayers that 
turn Catholic, the Duke York’s honest fumbling, 
the treachery his son Monmouth, and the ultimate 
conversion his deathbed. Most interesting are the 
occasional bits 17th-century social history, and the 
touches which reveal the nation’s release and return 
normalcy after years cramping Puritan chill. 


The tone the book sympathetic and friendly, the 
writing able and plausible without being gripping. There 
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occasional discreet bedroom scene, but nothing 
disturb the adult older adolescent. safe 
predict that good many readers (probably more 
women than men) will derive considerable enjoyment 


from the novel. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Costain, Thomas The Magnificent Century 
Doubleday. Sept. 21, 1951. 384p. $4.50. 


History told story using the techniques fiction- 
writing replace the traditional dry-as-dust account 
with all the pageantry, all the verse and vigor events 
they occurred; use such things clothing food 
make descriptions events more vital, and more vivid, 
more entertaining, make the story come alive. That 
what Mr. Costain hopes his “Pageant Eng- 
land” series which this the second volume taking 
where The Conquerors left off the death John 
Lackland 1216. During that most magnificent 
centuries England was ruled for more than years 
one king, rather vacillating and somewhat weak- 
ling say the least. The book, consequently, revolves 
about Henry III and the people who influenced him 
and England, since the essence Costain’s method 
tell his story terms people. Then are Henry 
himself and the great Marshall who regained the realm 
from the French after John’s death. There are Hubert 
Burgh and Stephen Langton, Eleanor Provence 
and John Mansel, Richard Cornwall, Simon 
Montfort, Prince Edward and, course, host others 
—these being only the leading lights. 

But about these people and the events they shaped 
that Mr. Costain tells his story England where 
new materials were being used, where new ideas were 
fermenting and where new struggle, first foreshadowed 
Magna Charta, was waged against royal absolu- 
tism and favor voice the government for 
others than the royal family and their advisors. 
course, book 369 pages impossible cover 
adequately the sweep events Europe, including 
England, began fashion that 13th Century large 
part the culture which our heritage today. 

And Mr. Costain’s effort necessarily restricted 
some few items, stemming from the struggle between 
the barons and the king and culminating Mont- 
fort’s ill-fated rebellion. the last few chapters 
summarizes some few additional points such 
career Roger Bacon (whose minor mysteries does 
nothing clear), bit archery and minstrelsy. 


the main, however, Mr. Costain has again written 
history, competently true, but just about vividly 
the ordinary historian would writing for popular 
audience. 


Berger, Meyer 

The Story The New York Times: 1851-1951 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 18, 1951. 589p. $5.00. 
Although this the story the evolution great 
newspaper also mirrors high points the history 
the last century. 


Best SELLERs 


the author says, “the freshest track made man 
the road eternity” can found the pages The 
New York Times. 


Meyer Berger, one its great reporters, vividly depicts 
the growth size, influence and wealth The Times 
from the gas-lit days 1851, when Henry Jarvis Ray- 
mond struggled bravely get out four-page six- 
column edition, this push-button era when 300-page 
editions The Times are accepted common- 
place. 


was labored growth, yet attained largely because 
the faith, courage and integrity Adolph Ochs, 
author the imperishable pledge ‘give the news im- 
partially, without fear favor, regardless any party, 
sect interest involved.” 


When Ochs acquired title The Times 1896 
was heavily debt due land speculation, and the 
newspapeer’s circulation and financial condition were 
low level, but the ability had demonstrated 
building The Chattanooga Times from $250 shoe- 


string rich, powerful voice the South won him 
the backing needed invade the New York field. 


Ochs had uncanny ability selecting brilliant men for 
responsible positions and best displayed his faculty 
when obtained the services Carr Vattel Van 
Anda, the greatest managing editor who ever lived. 


Under his scholarly and alert guidance The Times 
spurted the forefront world journalism, scoring 
news beats without parallel and giving forceful incen- 
tive the advances aviation and exploration that 
unlocked many the world’s secrets. 


Ochs and Van Ada turned out paper which was 
strikingly conservative comparison with the “yellow 
journals” produced Bennett, Hearst and Pilitzer 
their rugged battle for circulation supremacy, but was 
The Times which advanced the swiftest and surest 
reader acceptance. Contributing this progress was 
The Times’ reputation utter disregard for so-called 
“pressure advertisers.” Readers The Times, 
mindful the vast bribes offered and spurned 
Times men during the exposé Boss Tweed and Tam- 
many Hall, knew that they alone determined the con- 
tent The Times. 


The book acquaints readers with the stories behind 
many the greatest scoops The Times, scored not 
through chance but due careful planning, and gives 
insight into the terrific amounts money and energy 
expended obtain “all the news.” 


The History The New York Times emphasizes, too, 
that the heirs Mr. Ochs, despite many technological 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
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Kon-Tiki 
Washington Confidential (IIb) Lait 
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Heyerdahl 


Keith 


White Man Returns 
Bradley 


Soldier’s Story (Ila) 


improvements gathering, handling 
newspapers, still adhere faithfully his basic precepts. 


This book interest not only newspapermen and 
historians, but also those who should have clearer 
concept the value free press—our guarantee 
liberty. 
There are numerous reproductions significant front 
pages the New York Times from its hundred-year 
files, some fine photographs, and helpfully thorough 
index. 

Thomas 

“The Scranton Times,” 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Wilder, Robert And Ride Tiger 
Putnam. Oct. 345p. $3.50. 

There are many threads loomed make the fabric 
this book. There the thread the sensibility being 
pacifist deserter from war which indi- 
vidual feels has part; and there the sad corol- 
lary that even pacifist will find that struggle in- 
escapable. There the thread the strong man sur- 
viving the rigors being adrift countless days while the 
weak finds surcease suicide; and there the sad 
corollary that even the fittest who survive are weak 
enough hide behind hypocrisy. There the thread 
the dead hero who living was hero all but 
thief and wastrel and roué; and there the sad 
corollary that the secrets the past can destroy the 
lustre the present. There the thread com- 
panionate marriage, the common-law tie; and there 
the sad corollary that such tie meets with the placid 
acceptance civilized people. There is, finally, the 
thread that stands out most clearly all this pat- 
tern Wilder’s, the thread animality everywhere 
present, everywhere enjoyed; and the sad corollary that 
this animalism seldom adequately condemned 
punished. 


This book reflection the life that presumed 
Wilder lie immediately below the surface that 
present observing humanity. That this thinly veiled 
upon the author rather than upon the characters 
cuts out the whole cloth. And Ride Tiger skill- 


Wilder Hobson 


129 


fully written, and double suspense theme hung be- 
tween progressive seduction and the concealed iden- 
tity Flaubertian observer will keep most readers 
the book until finished. the excellence 
his prose and the technical worth his composition 
that makes the difference between Wilder and Faulk- 
ner, proponent the vile, the debased, and the obscene. 
The basic decay present Wilder and the gloss 
the surface does not conceal but only makes more 
approachable. 


Because its calm acceptance animalism ordi- 
nary and inescable force, because its vulgarity that 
not infrequently dips the salacious, because some 
the creatures herein are debased nearly in- 
human, And Ride Tiger cannot recommended. 


William Noé Field, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


* * ™ 


Hobson, Laura The Celebrity 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 1951. 308p. $3.50. 


adhering simple theme that thoughtful with- 
out pretending subtle, Mrs. Hobson her fourth 
novel offers story forceful comment contempo- 
rary society that satisfied interesting and relax- 
ing even though not profound. The American craz 

for publicity the feature studied; specifically she 
indicts the way which our worship fame has de- 
teriorated into idolizing people not for their in- 
ternal worth even their external accomplishment 
but merely because they are celebrities. doubt 
comparative study movie stars vs. research scientists 
the autograph market would bear her out. 


Gregory Johns middle-aged and unsuccessful author 
whose several novels have yielded him artistic satisfac- 
tion but only precarious existence small New 
York apartment for his family. All this changes 
when The Good World, his new novel about world 
government, chosen the largest book club the 
country. Sales boom; Imperial Century Studios buys 
the motion-picture rights; radio, TV, and lecture offers 
multiply; money rolls in, and Gregory celebrity 
over night. 

Relatives and friends find the attendant publicity most 
satisfying. His parents bask the attention people 
who previously ignored them; his daughter Hat 
ecstatic over new clothes, new dates, and chance 
transfer from Hunter Vassar; acquaintances capitalize 
various advantages accruing from personal knowl- 
edge the literary man-of-the-hour. While all the 
clamor raging, however, Gregory and his wife Abby 
remain withdrawn possible from it. nature 
quiet and retiring, they shrink from the prying eyes 
the public and prefer simple life seclusion the 
sophisticated glamor Hollywood that the movie con- 
tract exposes them to. 

Fortunately there means escape. Gregory’s 
brother Thornton, struggling insurance broker, com- 
pletely entranced publicity and offers serve 
Gregory’s business agent. Throughout the dealings that 
ensue preserves the fiction self-sacrifice refus- 
ing commission the income negotiates; ac- 
cepts gifts even greater value from Gregory, however, 


June 
June 
Aug. 
Apr. 
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and repeatedly cashes his brother’s name many 
private enterprises without straining his supposedly 
rigid principles. Thornton expands his control 
Gregory’s affairs and exploits them personal ad- 
vantage, gradually develops Pygmalion complex 
regarding Gregory’s position his creation and 
thinking that his brother owes debt conforming 
with his judgment. 


The climax comes disagreement over the manu- 
script the eagerly awaited success The Good 
World. Not understanding the book, Thornton strongly 
advises writing something else. Gregory rises the 
occasion with all the dignity artistic prerogative and 
all the suppressed irritation that destruction his 
privacy has brought insists that will write 
what pleases, without dictation agent, pub- 
lisher, hounding public. Thornton thereupon 
suddenly sees his own cheapness; and realizing that 
without Gregory would still nobody, per- 
ceives how has been sharing the public’s willingness 
sacrifice individual, with rights and preferences 
his own, its own craze for making idols. Mean- 
while Hat has found her new cattish friends less satisfy- 
ing than she had expected, and she retreats the 
friendships Hunter. Thus the Johns family finally 
succeeds preserving its integrity and happiness de- 
spite the assault made the public against it. They 
have new refrigerator and Greg can afford the luxury 
private study, but basically they are unscathed 
money and the kleig lights. 


addition wholesome theme plausibly presented, 
the story offers interesting behind-the-scene views the 
movie colony, publishing, and public-relations coun- 
selling. somewhat similar exposure the radio in- 
dustry was made The Hucksters, but Mrs. Hobson’s 
book differs being primarily concerned not with the 
processes publicity but with the crucifixion the 
individual that national fame brings with it. Her treat- 
ment also less blatant and cutting, though not any 
more compromising, than Wakeman’s. Not minor 
distinction either the demonstration that completely 
realistic effect can achieved quite without profanity 


sexual situations. 
George Ph.D., 
John University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Marquand, John Melville Goodwin, USA 
Little, Brown. Oct. 1951. 596p. $3.75. 


“The trouble had started when Russian patrol (in 
Berlin) picked drunken American private who 
had wandered across the line and American patrol 
had appeared second later and grabbed Russian 
sergeant. The Russians began readying their tommy 
guns. They were always fond waving these weapons, 
and the American lieutenant got rattled. There had 
been good chance that somebody would shoot, when 
Mel Goodwin walked around the corner with cor- 
respondent from the Associated When Mel 
Goodwin saw the trouble walked into the 
middle the street and halted front the Russian 
officer, who pointed tommy gun his stomach. The 
Russian was rawboned gangling boy who looked very 
nervous. fact, everyone was very nervous. The 


SELLERs 


thing remember, Mel Goodwin said, was that troops 
are always troops any army and that all troops act 
alike. The thing remember was that one wanted 
the Russian officer for second two, said, looking 
the tommy gun, and then lighted cigarette. 
‘Then pushed that gun away from stomach,’ 
said, ‘and gave the boy friendly slap the 
That was all there was the incident, Mel 


But that was not all there was the incident. The 
correspondent wrote story about it, saying Major 
General Melville Goodwin, USA, had averted the out- 
break World War III. Army Public Relations de- 
cided that Melville Goodwin would the right Major 
General give the publicity treatment to. until 
then, one outside the army had ever heard much 
Major General Melville Goodwin. 


Major General Goodwin was ordered return 
the United States from his office Frankfurt head- 
quarters. Sidney Skelton, radio news commentator, 
formerly with Army public relations during War 
was prevailed upon invite the General stay his 
home Connecticut while Philip Bentley wrote 
“profile” the new-great. Sid Skelton had met Mel 
Goodwin Normandy and again Paris. Sid Skelton 
had introduced Mel Goodwin Paris Dottie Peale, 
weatlhy widow who always knew what she wanted, 
but seemed never able get it, least not 
satisfied that what she got was what she had wanted. 
Dottie and Mel had gotten nick-name terms during 
the few days Paris where was leave and she 
was tour with troupe “writers and journalists” 
who were being permitted inspect the European cam- 
paign for purposes patriotic publicity. Mel had not, 
was soon apparent, forgotten Dottie; nor had Dottie 
forgotten her general. 


During the interviews preparatory the writing the 
Mel Goodwin tells good deal his life 
story, from his early youth Hallowell, small mill 
town the Merrimack river New England, through 
West Point and World War (Croix guerre, Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross and Purple Heart); the interim 
years moving from post post, attending schools 
for this and the other specialty war, being correct 
with the proper people, sweating out promotions; and 
into the beginnings World War Sid Skel- 
ton fails hear, sitting the interviews friend, 
learns from Murial, Mrs. Melville Godwin, wife 
much devoted and immersed “the service” 
her husband woman courage and 
simple fidelity who has made Mel’s life hers. 


The tragedy that threatens the happiness Mel and 
Muriel Goodwin rooted Mel’s infatuation with 
Dottie, which largely due Dottie’s infatuation with 
Major General Goodwin. Trying 
willingness break with Muriel, after many years 
identity, Mel cites his resentment Muriel’s “push- 
ing him around”. realizes just before too late that 
that exactly what Dottie plans do: “push him 
around”, and much less adroitly, much less unselfishly 
than Muriel. Dottie disillusioned very swiftly, too, 
when she realizes that Mel’s idea retire from the 
service, leave his gold starred and beribboned uniform, 
and live his pension Carmel, California. 
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Mel might have had important place the top 
G-3 office, the all-important planning department. But 
with troops. And Muriel has postpone, once again, 
her hopes settling down house their own 
where she can uncrate the furniture she has been col- 
lecting during all these army years. 

Sid Skelton, too, has the same time faced crisis and 
has learned needed lesson from Major General Mel- 
ville Goodwin, USA, which can applied the 
sponsor-agent-talent relationship has been working 
under. And all ends happily for everyone, except pos- 
sibly Dottie Peale, who doesn’t need much that sort 
thing, what with bossing the publishing house 
Leale and loving it. 

very real sense, this latest book from the pen 
one the foremost, not the foremost writer our 
generation, equal the best his former books; and 
that indeed excellent. sure technique, sense 
style that must now all but instinctive, and depth 
perception the inner workings the human mind 
and heart are here all brought into focus upon, not 
merely Mel Goodwin, but upon every one the major 
characters this novel: Sid Skelton, his wife Helen, 
Mrs. Goodwin, Art Frary, General Gooch (“Long 
John”), Dottie Peale. And the knowledge Mr. Mar- 
quand shows army life, not merely its war-time 
manifestations headquarters-behind-the-front, (he 
must have served some time with ETOUSA 
Paris), but the big Headquarters Washington, 
little out-of-the-way army posts, “the Point”, 
phenomenally accurate and just. And has none 
the youngster’s scorn and intolerance for the 
none the “outsider’s” contempt for the Regular 
Army. recognizes the limitations service and 
civilian living and has sympathy for the people 
both sides the intangible wall that divides and 
separates the two. 

What more the point, this instance, however, 
that Melville Goodwin, USA, represents simplicity 
and integrity moral character which, obviously, Mr. 
Marquand regrets see disappearing from the modern 
scene. very indirect way, saying that 
weaken ourselves when abandon the self-discipline 
which still demanded, apparently, only the mili- 
tary. That even the strong and simple, the sophistry 
sophistication can dangerous, because attacks 
often enough disguise. 

doubt that better written book will come from any 
American author this year; there have been real 


challengers thus far. 
Grady, 
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Storm Centre 


Standish, Robert, 


Reginald Saunders Co., Ltd., Toronto, Can. 
1951. 260p. $3.00. 

Judging hastily from the jacket digest, had been pre- 
pared dismiss Storm Centre just another bit 
sensational claptrap. But think there more here 
than meets the cursory eye, though the potentialities are 
inadequately packaged. 

The story itself depressing, with unrelieved pat- 
tern tragedy, and because the author has seemingly 


Standish White 13] 


compromised the theme, the over-all effect tends 
the enigmatic. wavers between drawing strong 
spiritual lesson and satisfying those readers who insist 
that their spiritualism blend hocus pocus and 
black magic. The prevailing atmosphere predestined 
calamity smacks often fatalism. 


Diana Maynard, arrived stay with her soldier brother 
the Malay Archipelago, the controversial figure 
the book. Beautiful, desirable and unspoiled, she has 
from childhood, always been inexplicably the vortex 
violence; even the mother superior the convent 
school she had attended England had observed the 
unwitting hostility she unleashed others. Fort 
Mallet the peculiar chain unhappy coincidences per- 
sists, until the idea that she harbinger evil her 
friends assumes the proportions obsession. 
the accidental death her lover, French pearl buyer 
with whom she had spent idyllic and passionate 
interlude, Diana finally seeks consolation from dis- 
tinguished priest-scientist the island. 


Unfortunately, her discussions with Father Courtenay, 
which might well have been the crux the novel, are 
underplayed almost insignificance. one time 
Catholic, Diana had turned her back the Faith; 
whether her troubles stem fiom this lapse remains 
moot question. Mr. Standish only hints vaguely 
some “primitive elemental spark” which presum- 
ably drives men all sorts madness. any rate, 
Father Courtenay’s overtures her troubled soul, made 
with the unusual discretion and understanding two 
thousand years’ experience shepherding the wayward 
lamb, fail move her repentance; destruction her 
irrevocable end. 


Exactly what, anything, Diana supposed repre- 
sent never quite obvious, and difficult per- 
ceive why her influence should produce such whole- 
sale disaster. Maybe the girl and her religious difficul- 
ties are merely convenient props for thriller, and 
probing too deeply for motivation. Adult readers are 
welcome settle that for themselves. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


White, Nelia Gardner Woman the Window 
Viking. Sept. 21, 1951. 340p. $3.50. 


This extraordinary good novel—readable 
style, plausible plot, realistic character draw- 
ing and dealing with serious problem. 


the surface, this story Anna Suydam, beau- 
tiful and young, who has been injured car accident 
that unless she submits herself operation which 
has one chance hundred being successful the rest 
her life must only. Anna the 
Woman the Window, lying there beautiful, radiant 
and serene, exercising fairy-tale spell over almost 
everyone who comes near her. She has chosen 
life; she will not utter one word complaint bitter- 
ness; the contrary, she will radiate loving happiness 
that her room will haven peace and joy her 
little town; but she will the woman the window, 
scanning every life that passes her, and having 
uncanny faculty, sharpened illness, lighting the 
precious secrets the most reticent. The skill with 
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which Anna depicted amazing. She just such 
character Delafield might have drawn, but 
Nelia Gardner White has warmer understanding than 
Delafield. Anna’s motives are skillfully blended: 
the uncontrolled curiosity that leads her say must 
know. have got know,” wherever she senses 
secret, and that, said once too often, leads near- 
tragedy and the genuine deep-seated 
straighten out people’s tangles for them, which, 
thanks the love most people feel for her, she gener- 
ally succeeds. 


But this were all, the book would merely sweet- 
ness-and-light comedy, and much more than that. 
see Anna all the time through the eyes her 
younger sister, Elizabeth Burke, who gives her job 
and her independence look after Anna and Anna’s 
adoring husband, Adrian, and the aloof little boy, 
Johnny. Liz has always adored Anna, too, but she 
resents, only close relation can, Anna’s under- 
standing. This where the deeper side the book 
comes in. not only the story Anna Suydam 
and her powerful charm. also the story how 
Liz has learn what love is: not enough 
“adore”, “worship”, helpless under the spell per- 
sonality, and then feel the worship slackening under 
the impact irritation and disillusionment; love 
finding the true person, accepting the true person. There 
another woman importance the book: Margaret, 
the doctor’s daughter, who loves Adrian and was en- 
gaged him before knew Anna. All that Margaret 
can see Anna that she has lovely mental picture 


herself; and while all the rest the town ad- 
miration Anna’s courage, Margaret taunts Anna with 
not having the courage face the operation that might 
restore her fully Adrian his wife, not from physical 
fear, but because she cannot bear give her picture 
herself the cynosure the admiring eyes Lake- 


ville. But what turns the mixture worship and 
irritation Liz into love when Anna, without word 
anger, “walks into danger with her head held high”, 
have the operation. “It sounded you were just 
going make another picture yourself hang up— 
but wasn’t that way. You’re afraid—but you’re going 
it, because that’s the only way you know how 


say love you’. 


This the story without villain, without disagree- 
able character; nobody does anything from petty spite. 
People are wounded and hurt sometimes; people some- 
times misunderstand; but they are the salt the earth, 
unselfish and generous, and reckoning friendship 
trust. And exceedingly realistic book, com- 
pletely lacking sentimentality. cannot too 
highly commended. 


Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 

New York 27, 


Ponsonby, Family Jaspard 
Crowell. Oct. 1951. 397p. $3.00. 

The fortunes wealthy London family the time 
George are the subject this fairly trivial novel. The 
Jaspards are, fortunately, and attempt 


Best 


made form this into historical novel, despite one 
two stiffly expressed references court life. 


Robert Jaspard, the father, typically autocratic 
father, governing the lives his children, legitimate 
and otherwise, with strong hand. During the rela- 
tively short period spanned the story each the 
children attempts some form escape from the father’s 
rule, and each is, some way, successful. 
The artificially episodic treatment the story rather 
irksome, while the activities the characters them- 
selves are essentially uninteresting. All set forth ina 
respectably stilted style, suited the problems the 
family, which are all marital. Barney, the one char- 
acter whom the author himself seems have de- 
voted some interest, the sole member have inter- 
ests beyond prospective current marriage, and his 
added activities take the form finding out who his 
mother was, then blackmailing her and most the 
other persons well. 
Fairly harmless, with the exception eight ten lines 
self-conscious and puritanically imagined esoticism, 
the book lacks any moral tone whatsoever well any 
satisfactory raison etre. 

Doris Maguire, 

New York, New York 


McGratty, Reverend Arthur S.J. 
Gladly Back 
Newman. Sept. 10, 1951. 205p. $2.75. 


All us, without exception, reach that age 
where life begins succumb reminiscing about our 
childhood and talking about the “good old days.” 
Perhaps kind Providence grants this blessing 
middle-age compensate for the youth wasted 
because were too young. And the good Lord 
offered let back, live over again the days 
childhood, would most not choose like Father 
McGratty and enthusiastically exclaim: “I’d gladly 

But why, that your reply, would you want live 
those early years? Were they indifferent from those 
our atomic age? Not far Father McGratty 
concerned. Instead super-comics the twenties had 
their Tom Swift, Frank Merriwell, and the others. 
There were baseball heroes and movie heroines, patri- 
otic enthusiasts and fanatical radicals, stylists and imita- 
tors. No, days go, those earlier ones were essentially 
different than our own. And those superficialities 
are not our author’s clarion call for ‘them wuz the 
days.” Rather was love, that pure affection that only 
the family circle can shower upon us. 


Father McGratty’s reminiscences are joy unbounded 
they take back his boyhood the “fabulous” 
borough Brooklyn. relates incidents the 
lives his family (there were six boys and one girl), 
nurtured and guided stern but affectionate parents, 
almost feel that know his folks personally, have 
been accepted into their cheerful home. There are 
moments laughter and gayety, sadness and tears, 
through all, buoyant sense humor and innocent 
make-believe. 

Gladly Bock has given this reviewer some the 
most pleasant reading hours has spent many 


day. 
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day. For all its wittiness and jocularity there are pas- 
sages deep analysis and sharp criticism some the 
practices and foibles our day. Whatever your years, 
whether you old, middle-aged, young, become 
acquainted with the McGratty’s and learn what our 
world missing when laughs the immense love 
and happiness the good, Catholic family life. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, 


Thane, Elswyth This Was Tomorrow 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Sept. 319p. $3.00. 


The Williamsburg novels, Elswyth Thane’s stories 
the much inter-married Day, Sprague and Campion 
families are known, have always been developed against 
background contemporary history whatever 
period time the author has chosen place them. 
This Was Tomorrow exception and covers the 
family fortunes during the crucial 1938, 
with emphasis the European scene. Thus, the rise 
Hitler and Mussolini, the Ethiopian fiasco, the Span- 
ish Civil War, and the inadequacies British and 
French foreign policies cope with fascist expansions 
set the political tempo. 


Miss Thane grasps the significance the rampant spir- 
itual aridity the time and the incompetence such 
popular substitutes for religious yearnings Buchman- 
ism correct the current evils plot mechanism. 


The story moves slowly from the autumn 1934 when 
Jefferson Day journeys Williamsburg claim the 
house his Aunt Susannah Day had bequeathed him 
there. Handicapped heart ailment, hesitates 
marry his cousin Sylvia Sprague. Even his future 
active journalist under Bracken Day jeopardy 
from this defect, and returns Europe. America, 
Sylvia and her brother Stephen who form dancing 
team continue their musical and anticipate Lon- 
don run. 

Shifting England, the family concerned with 
Evadne, Virginia’s youngest daughter, who has adopted 
radical form religious expression that calls for 
public confession past sins, “share” letters relieve 
the conscience guilt should there have been any 
defect one’s human relationships, and 
vigilant effort convert the world the same stand- 
ards belief. Hermione Campion, her cousin, Jeff’s 
step-sister, and the family pest, becomes Evadne’s dis- 
ciple and then fellow apostle. Under the older Her- 
mione’s influence the two take flat London tzavel 
nitwittedly abroad Europe, hoping influence Hitler 
and avoid second world war. That Hermione’s in- 
terest the Cause only superficial escapes Evadne. 
The arrival England Sylvia and Stephen and the 
immediate attraction Evadne complicate the 
plot. The dove-like Evadne match for the serpent 
Hermione who frustrates the romance. 
established reputation radio reporter and foreign 
correspondent, and convinced that his health has im- 
proved, Jeff marries Sylvia. year’s holiday Amer- 
ica when Sylvia and Stephen take the show back 
New York enables him work book family 


Thane Doty 
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Back again England they find Evadne militantly 
behind the Cause ever. Her discovery that Her- 
mione had destroyed letters addressed her Stephen 
weakens the foundation her faith but, the moment 
when she should have broken with her false friend, 
the plot takes melodramatic turn, and Evadne agrees 
meet Victor (Rosalind’s son, for those familiar with 
family history) Berlin. Here, she fondly expects 
stop Hitler and his “tomorrow the world” advance. 
Her rescue Jeff and Johnny Malone Victor 
about pounce saves her for Stephen and ARP work 
home. 

Characterization runs true Thane and Williamsburg 
form—theatrical and forced. Evadne is, not inade- 
quate, least overdrawn. more credible 
the jealous, domineering, spoiled cousin. Fred Astaire 
might substitute for Stephen Sprague. 


foreword acknowledgments the author remarks 
not disparage any sincere belief which can com- 
fort guide any honest disciple. But deplore the 
use, easily made, vague emotional dogmas which 
can prostituted selfish harmful purpose. They 
not seem the right answer Stephen’s old- 
fashioned query: “Have you been church lately?” 
Further light Stephen’s old-fashioned 
contained his other remark “Why can’t they just 
church when they feel coming do” (p. 
143). The author’s conception expression 
faith does not appear rise above mere attendance 
“One those stone things with steeple and bell 
and stained-glass windows—and ordained clergyman 
all the talking. There certain decency about 
good Episcopal service.” Stephen says again, 289. 


The book superficial tone and what attempts 
say beyond the author’s capabilities probe and 
properly express. suitable for adult reading. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Doty, Reverend William 

Bruce. July 16, 1951. 212p. $2.75. 
Though there has recently been spate books about 
priests, can sure that there will more, and still 
more. They should welcomed Catholics, not 
merely out devotion the Church and her priest- 
hood, but also out normal interest life that is, 
after all, almost unknown the people among whom 
lived. Each new book seems exhibit another facet 
priestly life; perhaps from study many facets the 
layman will get better understanding the essence 
that life. would take author great genius 
provide direct intuition into the very essence. 


Father Doty’s protagonist young priest who finds 
himself arid and spiritually fatigued seven years after 
his ordination. has accomplished nothing; seems 
making progress whatever, either priestly 
work his interior life. The novel 
transforming year the priest’s career, yeai which 
begins finally achieve tangible results through 
Catholic Action, year which his zeal rekindled 
and his spirit takes fire again. grows self-abnega- 
tion and submission the will God and arrives 
fitting climax his growth—the great sorrow 
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which comes him with the death his mother and 
his transfer away from the parish and the work which 
has come love deeply. 


The novel not simple account spiritual develop- 
ment. were, would need more penetrating 
—the priest’s growth mysticism not adequately 
accounted for. Rather, the spirit Fishers Men, 
the book gives interesting account of, and does some 
strong pleading for, Catholic Action. Because gives 
considerable attention external events extra- 
ordinary nature, the author does not fully explore the 
spirit the priest. Nor, should added, does 
always give vivid picture the priest action; the 
talk priests portrayed here does not, strangely 
enough, sound real—and though many the labored 
witticisms are, fear, taken from life, they not de- 
serve perpetuated book. Yet this priestly 
portrait which has much recommend it. The narra- 
tive interesting one and the character the 
young priest has warm appeal. The average Catholic 
—and most non-Catholics—will find Fire the Rain 
very pleasant reading. 


William Hill, 
Jesuit Novitiate, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Bentley, Elizabeth Out Bondage 
Devin-Adair. Sept. 311p. $3.50. 


Miss Bentley has joined the ranks present-day 
Catholics who told their story life within the Com- 


munist Party. Her story begins 1934, when she was 


job-hunting during the grim days depression. She 
had finished college and year’s study Italy, only 
plunged into disillusionment upon her return. She 
met her first Communists front organization, the 
American League Against War and Fascism. friend 
indoctrinated her Communism. She joined the 
Party and had her convictions deepened experiences 
social worker the Home Relief Bureau New 
York City. 


Her successful work the open Party led invitation 
join the underground espionage network. After some 
drifting she met and fell love with Jacob Golos, 
important N.K.V.D. agent. Then she became whole- 
hearted courier for the apparatus. When Golos died 
she became disillusioned. After vainly endeavoring 
win some her friends away from the work, she 
finally told the entire story the Federal Bureau 
Investigation. Then came the public hearings and the 
rest current history. 

The story told gripping fashion. mirrors the 
disillusionment the early Thirties which led many 
others into the Party. the same time the narrative 
intensely personal. There little explanation 
why the well-placed government officials the net- 
work became spies and traitors. Most her contacts 
seem almost impersonal; she dealt with them mechani- 
cally, receiving information and conveying orders. One 
would not find this book the deep probing motives 
and influences, such graced the report the Canad- 
ian Royal Commission. 

There also little detail about the contents the 
messages she carried. This understandable for the 
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microfilm messages, but times she had type docu- 
ments. Two statements are particularly interesting: 
that Harry Dexter White turned over the Russians 
printing plates for occupation marks (so that they could 
counterfeit them) (p. 241); and that through 
contacts, Maurice Halperin was able give the 
Russians Ambassador Harriman’s plans for dealing with 
them (pp. 264-5). 

the fashion many liberal circles sneer 
illusioned former Communists and attribute their 
exposés motives personal revenge. objective 
reader will find trace this Miss Bentley’s book. 
Like Budenz and Chambers, the attitude rather one 
sympathy and sorrow, hope that they too will 
return sanity. While her statement that the 
had verified many details her story may never 
publicly confirmed, the fact that she was called before 
the New York Grand Jury adequate evidence that 
the Bureau considered her reliable and honest. 


Miss Bentley has written useful book. should 
acceptable all classes readers. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


* * * 


Andrews, John 
Memoirs Ernest von Weizsacker 
Regnery. Sept. 17, 1951. 322p. $3.75. 


How guilty were the non-Nazis associated with 
government? Should any non-Nazi have helped Hitler 
any way? Those two questions confront the reader 
begins this volume; these same two questions are 
referred repeatedly the author 
von was non-Nazi associated with 
regime. the Nuremberg trials 1949, this former 
German official, the age sixty-five was sentenced 
seven years imprisonment American Military 
Tribunal. Written without rancor, this book evi- 
dently product the author’s stay prison. 


Much the book devoted the period 1938-1943, 
when was State Secretary the Foreign 
Office. However, the earlier chapters analyze the prob- 
lems that faced Germany following World War 
which time former naval officer, found 
necessary seek other employment and decided 
enter the consular service. The author correctly ob- 
serves that England and France, not disarming after 
World War certainly violated the spirit the Ver- 
sailles Treaty long before Hitler and the Germans 
broke it. Moreover, reminds that England and 
France took action against Hitler 1935 and 1936, 
when the German leader openly violated the Versailles 
Treaty. Had England and France decided take 
tion that time, Weizsacker feels certain that Hitler 
could have been stopped. 


After having spent some time the consular service, 
Weizsacker entered the Foreign Office, although 
realized that from 1933 onward, Hitler formulated his 
own foreign policy. became especially true after 
1938, when Ribbentrop became Foreign Minister. Weiz- 
sacker, March, 1938, took office State Secretary, 
serving under Ribbentrop, with whom often openly 
disagreed. The author maintains that took the posi- 
tion under Ribbentrop because 
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lieved could lessen the danger war his activity 
the Foreign Office. Ribbentrop seemed have 
blind faith Hitler, and willingly accepted dictation 
the formation foreign policy for Germany. Weiz- 
was friendly with Beck, the chief the General 
Staff, who resigned 1938 because disliked Hitler. 
maintains that Hitler and Ribbentrop were 
very willing have war break out September, 1938, 
over the Sudeten policies worked 
out satisfactorily for the Germans, however, that 
and Ribbentrop were advantageous position when 
the crisis approached 1939. Weizsacker goes into 
great detail this point. states that and Hen- 
derson, the British ambassador, did all that was human- 
possible avert the war trying convince Hitler 
that the English would declare war against Germany 
Poland were invaded the Germans. This threat 
Hitler and Ribbentrop refused take seriously, with 
the result that war did break out. Russia’s approval 
Germany’s plan attack Poland 1939 thoroughly 
discussed. 
every well informed person realizes, Germany did 
not want Japan attack December, 1941, and 
had inkling that such attack was planned. Actu- 
ally, the Berlin-Rome Tokyo axis was little more than 
figment someone’s overworked imagination. Weiz- 
observes that the American objective Novem- 
ber-December, 1941, was “manoeuvre Japan into 
firing the first shot” (p. 262). Interestingly enough, 
these words are almost identical with those used 
Henry Stimson, our Secretary War 1941, de- 
scribe the American policy toward Japan that year. 
There much more that could said about this book, 
which seems factual and quite objective. From 
it, and from similar ones, the truth about World War 
can gleaned intelligent readers. belongs 
every library recent world history. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph. D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, Illinois 


Seifert, Elizabeth Doctor Mercy 
Dodd, Mead Co. Sept. 24,1951. 280p. $3.00. 

you would like novel about tall, red-haired, green- 
eyed doctor who has habit stretching his arms 
and scratching the ceiling, and whose appearance the 
feminine population Cates gives Sinatra-like moans 
and groans, then this the book for you. Doctor Clay 
Walters, one the most brilliant doctors fiction, 
falls love sight with one his patients, Maria 
Featherstone, apparently incapable realizing she 
vicious immoral flirt; and then proceeds fall love, 
also sight, with Biddy Conway. You guessed it, 
Biddy truly womanly. How Clay going get 
himself out this You will never guess this 
one. Maria’s mother breaks her hip; and Clay, ignoring 
Maria’s hysterical screams, refuses operate, since the 
mother’s heart would not stand operation. After 
the mother’s death, Maria brings charge murder 
against Clay, the ground that deliberately let her 
mother die because she was opposed the marriage 
Clay with her daughter. That doesn’t happen 
true, but Maria says so. How can she prove that Clay 
would such proving that held life 
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lightly, short that was supposed sympathize 
with euthanasia. 


There has naturally been good deal discussion 
about euthanasia before this denouement. The doctors 
the hospital have spoken informal talk, each 
one speaking some person whom death would 
undoubtedly merciful release, and each one sure 
that even could permitted moral grounds 
would impossible get jury whom the decision 
could safely entrusted. Biddy’s brother, Bill, rather 
melodramatically implores Clay not 
father, who incurably and suffering, alive. Clay 
much perturbed the request; and few days later 
Bill, good Catholic and having taken his troubles 
priest, makes formal retraction his demand. 
Maria, lurking the bushes waylay Clay, over- 
hears the conversation, and uses the fact that was 
asked part the evidence her accusation. 


The trial that follows something wonder at. The 
issue not “criminal negligence”, one might imagine 
should be, but investigation into whether Clay 
had ever said done anything that could inter- 
preted being even mildly sympathetic towards eutha- 
nasia. The whole trial thus conducted hearsay. 
Suddenly the middle the trial, before the case for 
the defence has even been opened, terrible fire breaks 
out dance icy mid-Winter weather, and 
impassable roads lie between Cates and the nearest big 
city. Clay the only one who can cope with the emer- 
gency. not let out bail, but romantically 
called off the hospital his friends. saves many 
lives, including, with irony could all foresee, that 
Maria. the morning the Court reassembles, and the 
Judge dismisses the case with the words doctor 
good emergency—any emergency—if his judg- 
ment and honor can trusted then, can place 
fifty lives that man’s hands with confidence that 
will his best for those lives, then the man good 
doctor, with all that implies, and his judgment, his 
honor, can trusted all times. Present, future— 
and past!” 

What trial could conducted such What 
pity that book that deals with such topic, and 
that the side Life, should descend such senti- 
mentality! There not the slightest harm the book; 
only silly and improbable. But least let 
thankful that the side Life. 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 

New York 27, 


Roche, Mazo Renny’s Daughter 
Little Brown. Sept. 20, 1951. 376p. $3.00. 


With Renny’s Daughter Mazo Roche rounds out 
even dozen editions the Whiteoak family, and 
all appearances she has provided enough tag ends 
develop another twelve books. Jalna fans will thus 
relieved learn that their favorite serial again comes 
equipped with built-in springboard and 
danger early termination. 


one who has tuned eleven episodes late (myself 
included) the ancestry chart the frontispiece help- 
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ful. this interlude Renny Whiteoak, the present 
master Jalna; his wife Alayne; their impressionable 
18-year-old daughter Adeline; and the two elderly sur- 
viving uncles, Nicholas and Ernest, form the main char- 
acter studies. Action see-saws between the Canadian 
homestead, whose traditional lovely spaciousness be- 
ing threatened quick profit contractors, and cousin 
Mooey’s estate Ireland where Adeline has gone 
visit. 

shipboard romance involving Adeline and Maitland 
Fitzturgis causes major flurry among the clan, and 
whether their separation, her return Jalna, will 
temporary permanent left open speculation. 
Meanwhile, quiet, unobstrusive Humphrey Bell, who 
occupies the Fox Farm the manor property, also 
entertains strong though unspoken hopes for the girl’s 
love, and cousin Mooey very much the running, 
too. The chronicle that will inevitably follow may well 
settle Adeline’s future and introduce fifth generation 
Whiteoak descendents Jalna. 


Some reviewers have mentioned Mazo Roche 
the same breath with Trollope and Galsworthy. 
would therefore the lowest form treason sug- 
gest that her writing hits sustaining level banality, 
divulging just the right tantalizing amount informa- 
tion the Whiteoak destiny keep several million 
readers palpitating from one volume the next. For 
the loyal multitude who regard Jalna reality rather 
than literary landmark, this book will eagerly 
received the first the series. 


Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, 


Sandys, Nicholas Starset and Sunrise 
Sheed Ward. Aug. 29, 1951. 202p. $2.50. 


Parodies the naive diaries and juicy journals low- 
life characters, particularly adulterous 
dren Hollywood, are nothing new the literary 
market. Some, including the dialect monologues 
Arthur Kober which ran for long The New 
Yorker, are works genuine humor. Others, like the 
Pal Joey letters, provide, think, important social and 
moral criticism. course, parody has quite 
equalled the smudgy irony the tabloid quotations 
from the principals the recent Neal-Payton-Tone 
fracas. 


The very British author Starset and Sunrise works, 
the lucrative field pseudo-illiterate memoirs, under 
several handicaps. First, his Catholic publisher will, 
naturally enough, not stimulate sales this fictional 
confession the nymphomaniac alumna Catholic 
protectory the use the kind nude drawings 
which figure largely the advertising similar 
work Anita Loos. Second, field not noted for 
delicacy, Nicholas Sandys seems particularly deficient 
good taste—he ends his story trigger sexuality 
with tinsel conversion the movie queen, Marjorie 
Chatham, who comes identify herself with the role 
the ‘Little White Flower” such theatrically austere 
extent that she contracts fatal T.B. Despite his speckled 
taste presenting spiritual matters, Sandys omits the 
ribaldry that one associate with his peculiar art form. 


Best SELLERs 


The third handicap should kill the book—for 
American market least. Sandys has, apparently 
with great care, concocted weird and painful prose, 
which may, for all this provincial reviewer knows, 
some genuine, but obscure Midland dialect. 
phrase from another Midland patois, this awkward 
complex sentimental coos and syntactical crudity 
comic, representation the literary excursion even 
movie queen whose girlhood was spent tinker’s 
wagon, whose adolescence was spent Southampton 
“rough house” specializing sailors, and whose entry 
into womanhood was marked from 
her bastard child. However representative, such satiric 
illiteracy dulling intolerable for anyone 
responsive the manipulation language. 


One finds impossible discern any quality char- 
acter this lowbrow nymph beyond sentimentality and 
materialistic ambition, both which are served her 
bedside aimiability. any virtue beyond cuddlesome 
devotion animals and other people’s children does 
exist, blotted out Sandys’ rigid adherence his 
special brand simulated crudity narrative. The 
only clue the fact that the conversion the end 
not intended spoof Hollywood Catholic piety, 
the manner the Huxley After Many Summer 
Dies the Swan, the uniform respect shown nuns 
and priests the fictional narrator. 

Incidentally, one respected figure the world Anglo- 
American picture would seem have grounds 
this tasteless book for libel, slugging match 
juvenile delinquency, desertion, homosexuality, and 
husband stealing, the portrait, scarcely disguised, this 
man stands out physically and morally repulsive. 


Suitable for adults—but hardly adult book. 


Joseph Cotter, 
John Carroll 
University Heights 18, Ohio 


Mauriac, Francois Men Hold Great 
Philosophical Library. Sept. 19, 1951. 130p. $3.00. 


The Francois Mauriac Men Hold Great and the 
other non-fiction works which have been 
into English important source information 
Mauriac the novelist. The silences the novels (silences 
which are often mysterious for the reader the tradi- 
tion the English language and its literature) are re- 
moved; the minor non-fiction Mauriac indicates clear- 
where his mind has been and who are its masters. 
Then, too, one reads the novels the Mauriac 
quarter century ago. The Mauriac today proclaims 
sombre tones that “the hour the Prince 
this world” and writes new apocalyptic vein. 

The short chapters this important revealing 
book are meditations literature, the extent 
which may said Pascal, Rousseau, Balzac, 
name few the author’s grandes 
hommes that “one us” today. (The final 
essay appreciation Graham Greene, transla- 
tion the article which appeared French 
Renascence, Spring, 1949.) “Human history,” Mauriac 
writes, “is rooted and framed and related objects, 
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odors and instants.” With his keen awareness the 
claims Grace and nature, Mauriac shows how the 
impulses history reveal themselves the authors 
has chosen. The mind, probing, deeply disturbed 
the rivalries between art and morality, that pro- 
duced God and Mammon, seen again both its 
unrest and its certainties: where the question- 
able role art appears: the work-alibi, the work-excuse. 
The world makes every existence legitimate, even the 
worst, ever expressed work. The savagery 
the world!” Yet with what exquisite balance 
urges the legitimate claims art and reveals the sources 
literary creativeness. Here, times clumsily trans- 
lated and certainly over-priced, book great value 
the serious student Mauriac and literature. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington 


Twiss, Clinton The Long, Long Trailer 
Crowell. Oct. 1951. 238p. $3.00. 


This the true tale year-long-vacation trailer tour 
the United States, written Mr. Clinton Twiss 
the suggestion Mrs. Clinton Twiss means 
regaining all some the more than $15,000 which 
constituted their total expenses. this respect the 
Twisses have our best wishes. Statisticians tell that 
large segment our population has more less per- 
manently adopted the mode living embodied the 
trailer. Indeed, remember that one time they 
freely predicted that half would shortly live 
wheels. seems that way, sometimes, may judge 
the general sense unstability that assails now 
and then. any rate, there seem number 
trailerites around, and they probably should read 
this book. contains number apparently authentic 
and probably useful details concerning the operation, 
the jargon, the traditions and conventions the trailer 
people. find these interesting even though are 
beyond the pale. For the house-locked rest us, how- 
ever, The Long, Long Trailer just long, long story. 
Regretfully must point out that nothing exciting, 
interesting, amusing seems have happened the 
Twisses during their journey; yet out this vacuum 
Twiss tries very hard compound tale. The result 
that incidents barely worthy mention are ex- 
panded into pages and pages assumed gaiety and 
merriment, and detect sad note “Aren’t 
having fun?” Perhaps Twiss might have more success- 
fully given his commentaries the varied scenes 
American life that surely came under his observation. 
Joseph Belvedere, 
University Scranton 


Gilbreth, Lillian Living With Our Children 
Norton. Sept. 24, 1951. 254p. $3.00. 


Are these Gilbreths too good reading 
this outline the principles which the Cheaper 
the Dozen family lived, this reviewer thinks not. Twen- 
ty-five years ago Lillian Gilbreth, mother the family, 
wrote guidebook for others interested efficiently 
organizing home life. Now she has revised Living With 
Our Children and this edition may prove even more 
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popular since the successful Gilbreths point the 
value its thesis. Dorothy Canfield Fisher says 
her introduction, modern young parents “are looking 
for principles sound and universal that them can 
found solutions for their own, always special, always 
new, problems”. 
Mrs. Gilbreth, herself successful motion study engi- 
neer, considers the adventure family living excit- 
ing project develop its members into happy and 
serviceable citizens. She suggests careful planning even 
before marriage, just one would for any business 
venture. look back ancestral backgrounds see 
what inherent traits each brings the partnership and 
survey personal capabilities and liabilities, material 
assets and financial possibilities are the first procedures. 
Then leadership and duties various departments are 
allocated, goals determined, and flexible and inte- 
plan made. 
theory “Live with them, not for parents 
can establish fine teacher-pupil relationship with their 
children. The book has chapters methods learn- 
ing doing, testing skills, teaching effective work habits 
and training for leisure; also fine one procedures 
for family planning council. The author emphasizes 
the stabilizing force good habits child’s life and 
she shows how habits reduce the time and effort re- 
quired routine tasks. She “especially anxious 
prove that what might called engineering 
method planning one’s life and systematizing its 
procedure does not cut out aesthetic values but gives 
more time enjoy beauty and better training 
appreciate it.” 
Every parent will find this volume helpful sugges- 
tions for improving the use time and evaluating 
methods child training. The Catholic reader will 
disappointed that Mrs. Gilbreth omits any mention 
the heavenly goal listing family objectives and 
religious education important factor the child’s 
development. However, there nothing incompatible 
the Gilbreth formula for family life with the Cath- 
olic teaching child rearing. 

Kathleen Enzler, 

Bethesda, Maryland 


Gumpert, Martin, M.D. 
The Anatomy Happiness 
McGraw-Hill. Aug. 15, 1951. 310p. $2.50. 


Dr. Martin Gumpert the son medical doctor. 
was raised the mellow atmosphere which Ger- 
man Jews enjoyed before 1914, when Jew was prouder 
German than anything else the world. Hav- 
ing been schooled gymnasia and Heidelberg, 
studied medicine after the first world war, and escaped 
the United States 1936. 

His approach the problem happiness generally 
the path Aristotle. Sympathetically interpreted 
his definition may accepted: “Happiness state 
mind which caused the release tension.” The 
human being not him just body, but the unity 
soul and body. While stresses that sin, especially 
secret sin, major cause tension, and pays eloquent 
respect God and religious union with God means 
for the adjustment life, not primarily concerned 
with the life after death. 
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faced the fact that many ills cannot cured treat- 
ing the body alone. Yet neither 
nor psychologist. rests his claim attention 
the fact that general practitioner medicine. 


While only the early fifties himself, long since 
established reputation for treating and writing about 
old people. this book has series chapters 
the ills that come mentally normal persons middle 
age. tries tell them how face these diseases 
and face death—in other words meet facts in- 
telligently and avoid the tensions which lead unhap- 
piness. Under the general heading the Pathology 
Unhappiness, has chapters Obesity, Under- 
weight, Insomnia, Headache, Heart and blood pressure, 
constipation, peptic ulcer, gall bladder, diabetes, gout, 
allergy and arthritis. These chapters are full prac- 
tical suggestions, not for self medication the body 
but the minds those troubled. 


makes his own ascetical approach the mean 
vices which cause unhappiness and has much that 
wise and practical say about good home life, good 
community life, (his model Fort Wayne), sanity 
diet, clothing and recreating. 


does not lead his readers contemplation did 
Aristotle nor does get into the realm the super- 
natural, but considerable cut above naturalist. 
does evidently respect and love God and some- 
thing have word said for God these days. When 
talks faith and hope and love natural 
level, and definitions any would not meet Thomistic 
standards. 


One might pick him the light recent study 
theology, but rather think the side 
decency, even did say this (page 295): church 
which suppresses the self-responsibility and liberty 
its followers, which exaggerates the convenience for- 
giveness for those who conform its rules, and threat- 
ens hell and guilt and submergence sin the devi- 
ating followers—such church acts very much like 
parents who ruin the lives their children their 
strict formulas for living.” wonder what Church 
means. 


Well, anyone who knows the Catholic religion can 
easily discern Dr. Gumpert’s slips from our standards, 
while learning good deal from his mellow observa- 
tions medicine and people. 


Right Rev. Maurice Sheehy, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Pieper, Josef and Raskop, Heinz 
What Catholics Believe 
Pantheon. Aug. 112p. $2.00. 


Josef Pieper outstanding Catholic professor 
Germany and was guest lecturer Notre 
Dame University during the year 1949-50. collabo- 
ration with Heinz Raskop wrote Christenfibel 
which the translator, Christopher Huntington, gave the 
English title What Catholics Believe. 


The contents are arranged under three general head- 
ings: Faith Christians, Life Christians, Fulfillment 


Best SELLERs 


Faith and Life. The first part explanation 
the Apostles’ Creed. But since Christianity not 
mere intellectual assent certain doctrines but way 
life, the co-authors then show how the super- 
natural life grace communicated the 
Sacraments and revealed our conduct the prac- 
tice the theoolgical and cardinal virtues. the 
final section they describe the function the Sacred 
Scriptures and the Church the divine economy 
salvation. 


This not profound scholarly work. The authors 
have purposely avoided all discussion abstruse ques- 
tions dogma and the use such technical terms 
hypostatic union, theandric action, and transubstantia- 
tion. their hope that the simple unadorned 
presentation the truth wil correct the false ideas 
about the Church that are still current among 
estants and unbelievers, and will provide even 
Catholics with better knowledge their religion. 


What Catholics Believe will hardly supersede other 
books the same covers too much ground 
within the limited space 103 pages text and hence 
cannot escape the label superficiality. For example 
hardly very enlightening describe 1900 years 
Church History within the space four 
larly there are only two pages the Ten 
ments. Anyone familiar with converts knows that 
thorough instruction what these laws God forbid 
and allow absolutely necessary. most Protestant 
churches such questions are left the individual’s 
conscience, while unbelievers are confused about even 
the elementary principles the law. 


supplementary reading convert-classes and for 
lay-Catholics this book would very 
plains clearly and accurately the basic doctrines 
Catholicism. not only reminds that our life must 
harmonize with our belief but shows how 
the practice specific virtues. 


Father Gerald Phelan, the noted medievalist, has writ- 
ten brilliant introduction this book. And Chris 
topher Huntington makes feel that are reading 
original work rather than German translation. 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, C.S.S.R., 
Church the Immaculate Conception, 
New York, New York 


Lehmann-Haupt, Hellmut, collaboration with 
Lawrence Wroth and Rollo Silver. 
The Book America; History the Making 
and Selling Books the United States 


Second edition. Bowker. May 29, 1951. 
$10.00. 


The long-awaited revision The Book America 
hand; the result every way justifies the wait for 
now have full-bodied history America’s con- 
tribution the book arts. While American culture 
has not been receptive the book that Europe, 
our mechanical genius has brought the development 
highly productive machinery, especially the areas 
typesetting and edition binding. this day the 
Europeans prefer most their titles paper covers, 
partly order provide bindings the owners’ 
choices while our own paperbacks are limited inex- 
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pensive and expandable have emphasized 
production, usually by-product prime interest 
newspaper and periodical production; our methods 
book distribution (except book clubs and direct mail 
houses) have failed bring the hard-covered titles 
the non-urban consumer although this would appear 
deficiency our culture pattern that are not 
accustomed buying books and developing home 
libraries. significant that with the rise the 
paper-covered pocket-sizers, the distributing outlets 
were those the periodical publishers. This widening 
distribution has made least one type book more 
accessible; view the selection titles some 
the paper-covered reprint series this may rather mean 
cultural regression than advance unless one holds 
the criterion that any reading worthwhile. 


From colonial times the middle 1950, Dr. Leh- 
mann-Haupt and his distinguished colleagues describe 
the elements publishing word curiously omitted 
from the sub-title), manufacturing and distribution, 
pointing out the greater significance the newspaper 
and periodical our history, particularly their effect 
automatic typesetting machines. For each period 
there are adequate accounts the leading printers 
well the publishers whose sometimes involved 
genealogies are given with conciseness and clarity. This 
mere catalogue names and dates and specialties 
however. Interwoven are succint accounts copy- 
right legislation, censorship, price-fixing, subscription 
books, book clubs and other matters significance 
the three-fold aspect the book. One fails find, 
though, mention microprint, microcard microfilm; 
these media fill unique place today original pub- 
lishing scholarly materials and the reprinting 
less popular titles. 


first one may deplore the lack illustrations until 
little thought indicates that full pictorial representa- 
tion the manifold stages would almost double the 
size and certainly the price. The decision not in- 
clude the section “American Book Collecting and the 
Growth Libraries” was wise that would have 
duplicated much that has appeared other forms since 
1939 and would have gone beyond the basic purpose 
the volume. appendix there superb classi- 
fied bibliography, followed elaborate index 
which the list “American firsts” noteworthy. One 
word warning conclusion: you are addicted 
early Christmas shopping, this probably not the book 
get since your bookloving friend will undoubtedly 
month world cruise, you’re safe, and you’ll warmly 


thanked. 


* * * 


Key, Ted Many Happy Returns 
Dutton. Sept. 19, 1951. 93p. $2.95. 

one who knows the name Ted Key can ever 
separate from the name that great female per- 
sonality our time—the formidable Hazel. Yet, even 
though she strays into Many Happy Returns few 
instances, the great bulk the cartoon’s selected here 
seem happen Hazel’s day off. But, Hazel, 
when Ted Key pens cartoon commentary the 
innocent, and sometimes irritating, fads and troubles 
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everyday living, non one misses the point. There 
always the knowing smile and the recalled situation. 


most delightful book for doctor’s and dentist’s of- 
fices, reading rooms, army camps, family get togethers, 
shut ins, gray days. 


Don’t just wish your friends; give them Many 
Happy Returns. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


REPRINTS 


The Little Flowers St. Francis 

(Everyman’s Library: American Edition.) Dutton. Sept. 
524p. $1.25. 

other American Editions titles from the Every- 
man’s Library, this new edition The Little Flowers 
St. Francis, (translated Okey), vast im- 
provement over the older format. Printing, paper, and 
binding are almost high standard that the 
Modern Library series. This volume contains, besides 
The Little Flowers, Robert Steele’s translation The 
Mirror Perfection and Gurney Salter’s translation 
The Life St. Francis. The three are prefaced 
new introductory essay Father Damian Blaher, 
O.F.M., New York, which excellent for its pur- 
pose. The volume valuable for all who relish read- 
ing that feeds the spirit. 


Maurier, Daphne Hungry Hill 
Pocket Books. Oct. 1951. (Doubleday, Doran, June 
1943.) 454p. $0.35. (Cardinal edition, C-6.) 

Hungry Hill classed dynastic novel meaning 
simply that story tracing the life family 
through several generations. Miss duMaurier has 
followed the fortunes English landowning family, 
corrupted wealth and their environment, Ire- 
land, for one hundred years and through five genera- 
tions, ending 1920. writer she does masterly 
job capturing atmosphere. She confines herself 
thoroughly the English type which she writes that 
even the native Irish are not allowed emerge their 
own personalities but are viciously distorted that 
they may seen solely throug the eyes their land- 
lords whom they shiftless, squalid, worthless, 
almost subhuman lot. There are several objectionable 
features which detract from whatever value the book 
might have, such unnecessary profanity and vul- 
garity, unnecessary slur cast upon Irish Catholicity 
and the priesthood, one whom depicted rather 
sly, conniving scamp. Then there the suggestion 
from otherwise innocent sister that seduction might 
aid her brother winning his girl. Add this several 
instances fornication, and the book rendered un- 
suitable for all but the more discriminating adult reader. 
(From the review Best Sellers, July 1943, 40.) 


Howe, George Decision Before Dawn 
Pocket Books. Sept. 1951. (Viking, Aug. 29, 1949.) 
361p. $0.35. 

the original edition this was entitled Call Treason; 
the movie version brought change title. was the 


1949 winner the $15,000 Christopher Award. 
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For those who like story solidly grounded observa- 
tion and fact Decision Before Dawn will warmly re- 
ceived. Its author, member the OSS detachment 
G-2 (Intelligence) the Seventh Army, displays 
his thorough knowledge the techniques training 
espionage agents and acquiring knowledge the 
enemy, which adds intimate descriptions the 
German land from Schongau Mannheim 
Rhine. There need detail the story. The 


Best 


espionage team dropped behind the German front 
period near war’s end. Karl Maurer, young German 
medical student, travels alone, observing troop disposi- 
tions, gathering data from fellow travelers, piecing the 
jagged bits together into pattern which relayed 
the cartographers for ultimate transmission the 
bombers. adds excellent tale suspense, 
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